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Message from Chairperson 
  
It is my pleasure to present the Annual Report 2016-2017 for The Hong Kong 
Association of Speech Therapists (HKAST).  
 
The total number of members of HKAST reached the maximum of 603 in the 
year 2016-2017, which is the highest number since the establishment of 
HKAST. The significant increase in the number of full members and associate 
members accounted for the rise in total number of members.  
We had a busy but nourishing year in HKAST this year. The most important 
milestone is that we have a great progress in achieving a registration system 
for local speech therapists, namely Accredited Registers (AR) scheme for 
speech therapists. After many meetings and preparatory work, the speech 
therapy profession was selected to be the first local allied health profession 
for the pilot AR scheme, which is anticipated to be launched officially by the 
HKSAR government in early 2018. 
A series of successful expert seminars was held this year. Furthermore, 
HKAST collaborated with different organizations in public and professional 
events, including Hong Kong College of Gerontology Nursing, Hear Talk 
Foundation and Federations of Medical Societies of Hong Kong.  
It has already been my seventh year being the Committee member in HKAST, 
and I am pleased to serve as the chairman in HKAST for the third year. Above 
all, I would like to express my genuine gratitude to my fellow Committee 
members, who are all young, passionate and devoted. Besides, I would like 
to express my heartfelt gratitude to members of the AR Subcommittee, who 
had put so much effort together in the preparation for AR in the recent months. 
Last but not least, I so grateful to all members who participated in our events 
and continuously supported HKAST.  
My vision remains unchanged in HKAST: To serve the public passionately 
with the speech therapy profession, and to unite all speech therapists in Hong 
Kong. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lai King Lok, Joshua 
Chairperson, HKAST 2016-2017 
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Board of Committee 2016-2017 
Chairperson : Mr. Joshua Lai  

Vice Chairperson : Mr. Thomas Law  

External Secretary : Mr. Eddie Lee  

Internal Secretary : Ms. Carmen Ng  

Treasurer : Mr. Chuck Chan  

Committee Members : Mr. Danny Au 
Ms. Natalie Fung 
Ms. Anita Ip 
Mr. Jason Kan 
Ms. Ceci Leung 
Mr. Eric Tong 

 

Accredited Registers Subcommittee : Ms. Janet Ng  
Ms. Caroline Lee 
Dr. Carol To 
Mr. Joshua Lai (ex-officio) 
Mr. Thomas Law (ex-officio) 
Mr. Eddie Lee (ex-officio) 
Mr. Danny Au (ex-officio) 
Ms. Natalie Fung (ex-officio) 
Mr. Eric Tong (ex-officio) 

 

Membership Approval Committee : Prof. Kathy Lee 
Dr. Leung Man Tak 
Dr. Carol To 

 

Honorary Advisors : Ms. Elizabeth Chung 
Ms. Joanne Ha  
Prof. Kathy Lee 
Dr. Leung Man Tak 
Ms. Janet Ng 

 

Honorary Auditor : Mr. Bernard Wu, CPA  

Honorary Legal Advisor : Ms. Michelle Liu  
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Registration Affairs 
 
Since late 1980s, HKAST has strived hard for a registration system for speech 
therapists in Hong Kong, aiming at maintaining high quality of professional 
service and public protection. For more than 30 years, we have been 
compromising with the government, and also have been preparing our 
profession for registration. 
 
In 2015, the Food and Health Bureau proposed to set up an Accredited 
Registers (AR) scheme for healthcare professionals currently not under 
Statutory Registration. The government commissioned Jockey Club School 
of Public Health and Primary Care (JCSPHPC) of the Chinese University of 
Hong Kong plan and administer the accreditation, which is led by Prof. E. K. 
Yeoh.  
 
In the year 2016-2017, the HKAST AR Subcommittee had worked so hard on 
submitting the AR application to JCSPHPC. Finally, in June 2017, the 
government announced an official start of a pilot run of the AR scheme. We, 
Speech Therapists, are chosen to be the first profession to undergo 
accreditation.  
 
Hong Kong Institute of Speech Therapists (HKIST), the newly established 
limited company by guarantee, will be the regulatory body for the speech 
therapy profession. In order to prepare for the accreditation survey to be 
conducted in late September 2017, the AR subcommittee attended training 
sessions given by JCSPHPC and held many meetings to work on the self-
assessment tool and to develop the professional documents of HKIST from 
June to September 2017.  
 
An open consultation forum was held on 28th July 2017 to obtain fellow 
speech therapists’ view and feedback towards to proposed AR framework 
and the professional documents. Around 80 speech therapists from different 
settings attended the forum and gave valuable opinion and advice. Their 
support to the AR scheme for speech therapists is very much appreciated. 
 
If accreditation will be granted by the JCSPHPC after the survey, the pilot AR 
scheme for speech therapists is anticipated to be launched by the government 
in early 2018.  
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AR Consultation Forum                 Meeting with allied health representatives 
Timeline for AR scheme in the year 2016-2017 
12 November 2016 
26 November 2016 

AR Scheme – Workshops for Pilot, organised by 
JCSPHPC, CUHK 

18 November 2016 Meeting with Prof Hon Joseph Lee 

29 November 2016 Meeting with representatives from Food and Health Bureau 

18 December 2016 Meeting with representatives from other allied health 
professions 

12 December 2016 
13 February 2017 

AR Subcommittee meetings 

3 January 2017 Meeting with Prof Hon Joseph Lee 

17 February 2017 Submission of Pre-application of AR Scheme for 
Healthcare Professions (Pilot Scheme) 

13 March 2017 AR Subcommittee meeting 

14 June 2017 Meeting with Prof Hon Joseph Lee 

19 June 2017 Announcement of Speech Therapist as the first profession 
in the AR Pilot Scheme in meeting 

25 June 2017 Submission of first Draft Self-Assessment Tool 

3 July 2017 AR Subcommittee meeting 

5 July 2017 Meeting with representatives from other allied health 
professions 

28 July 2017 (AR) Scheme for Speech Therapists Consultation Forum 

26 June 2017 
10 July 2017 
29 July 2017 
18 August 2017 
16 September 2017 

Training sessions by surveyor, organised by JCSPHPC, 
CUHK 

20 August 2017 AR Subcommittee meeting 

22 August 2017 Meeting with Honorary Legal Advisor on incorporation of 
HKIST 

25 August 2017 Submission of revised Draft Self-Assessment Tool 

18 September 2017 AR Subcommittee meeting 

19 September 2017 Submission of Final Self-Assessment Tool 

27-28 September 2017 Accreditation Survey for AR Scheme 
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Professional Development Events 
 
Speech Therapy Expert Seminar Series on Singing and Vocal 
Strengthening for Clients with Parkinson’s Disease, Dysarthria, 
Apraxia or Deconditioned And Aging Voices 
 
Dr. Merill Tanner was invited to share her voice treatment by singing on 
patients with Parkinson’s Disease. Various voice treatment techniques were 
also reviewed. The workshop was held on 7th Mar 2017 in The Federation of 
Medical Societies of Hong Kong. Over 50 speech therapists attended the 
workshop and most of the participants found the workshop practical and would 
like to have more practical training in related area. 

 

 

 
Speech Therapy Expert Seminar Series on All About AAC 
 
Ms. Stephanie Erber was invited to provide a workshop on Augmentative and 
Alternative Communication. The workshop was held on 25th Mar 2017 in The 
Federation of Medical Societies of Hong Kong. Up to date knowledge on AAC 
systems assessment, core vocabulary and AAC implementation were 
reviewed.  
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Speech Therapy Expert Seminar Series on Cleft Palate Speech 
and Velopharyngeal Insufficiency (VPI) in Cleft Lip and Palate (Part 
2) 
 
Last year, we have invited Dr. Valerie Pereira to introduce “Cleft Palate 
Speech and Velopharyngeal Insufficiency (VPI) in Cleft Lip and Palate (Part 
1). Foundation knowledge and assessment techniques were introduced. This 
year, we invited Dr. Pereira again to share on intervention strategies. The 
workshop was held successfully on 6th June, 2017 in The Christian Family 
Service Centre. 96 participants attended the seminar and 98% of them rated 
the seminar as good and satisfactory. Most of the participants reported of 
increased understanding on current evidence-based-practice in term of 
speech intervention in cleft lip and palate cases. 

 

 

 
Evidence-based practice in rehabilitation of communication 
disorder in people with Traumatic Brain Injury (TBI) 
 
In collaboration with The Education University of Hong Kong, Professor 
Leanne Togher of Sydney University was invited to talk on the cognitive 
communication disorder of TBI and the different strategies to maintain better 
communication with people with TBI. The seminar was held successfully on 
7th July, 2017 in The Hong Kong Productivity Council. Participants gained 
comprehensive knowledge on TBI discourse analysis and communication 
partner training. 
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Summary of Professional Development Events 
 

2017 March 7 Speech Therapy Expert Seminar Series on Singing 
and Vocal Strengthening for Clients with Parkinson’s 
Disease, Dysarthria, Apraxia Or Deconditioned And 
Aging Voices 

March 25 Speech Therapy Expert Seminar Series on All About 
AAC 

June 6 Speech Therapy Expert Seminar Series on Cleft 
Palate Speech and Velopharyngeal Insufficiency 
(VPI) in Cleft Lip and Palate (Part 2) 

July 7 Evidence-based practice in rehabilitation of 
communication disorder in people with TBI 
(Collaborated with The Education University of Hong 
Kong) 
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Community and Public Education 
 

Products of Carnival for Dementia  
 
Products were designed featuring the communication and swallowing needs 
of people with dementia for the Carnival for Dementia last year. The products 
were available to be purchased in the SIGEMA Shop in Langham Place in 
Mongkok. The money raised will be donated to the Hong Kong Alzheimer’s 
Disease Association to support the promotion of dementia in Hong Kong. It 
was hoped that the public continue to be alert of the impact of dementia on 
communication and swallowing. 

  

 
Collaborations 

 
 
Scientific Symposium on Dementia & Dysphagia in Aging Population 
 
This Scientific Symposium was successfully held on 7th November, 2016. It was 
jointly organized by HKAST and The Hong Kong College of Gerontology Nursing. 
Over 130 nurses attended this symposium. Mr Danny Au, the current HKAST 
executive-committee member, was a guest speaker of the symposium and lectured 
on feeding and swallowing in elderly.  
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World Hearing Day 2017 
 
The World Hearing Day 2017 was successfully held on 23th February at Amoy Plaza 
in Kowloon Bay. It was hosted by Hear Talk Foundation, co-organized by HKAST, 
Hong Kong Society of Audiology, Hong Kong Society of Otorhinolaryngology and 
Head & Neck Surgery. This was a project aiming at increasing the awareness of the 
general public on the impact of hearing loss and intervention options.  
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Certificate Course on Development and Disorders of Speech and 
Language in Children 2017 
 
A certificate course was jointly organized by The Federations of Medical Societies of 
Hong Kong and HKAST. The course was successfully held from 30th March to 4th 
May (every Thursday evening) at the Duke of Windsor Social Service Building. 
Seminars on different aspects of speech and language development and impairment 
in children were given by local speech therapist experts. A total of 58 participants 
attended the course and they all expressed positive feedback in evaluation of the 
course. 
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Members’ Benefits and Social Event 
 

Website, membership portal and e-eXpress 
 

HKAST had purchased service from another company for website maintenance and the 
debugging was completed this year. Advancement of the website was also implemented. 
HKAST eXpress was sent out monthly to members via emails to update on recent 
activities, relevant continuing education events and job vacancies.  

 

Social event – Christmas Cookie Workshop 
 
A baking workshop was held in a cooking studio located in North Point on 13th 
December, 2016 as an opportunity for members to mingle around and develop interests 
together. A total of 9 members participated in the event and spent an enjoyable night 
making their own specially decorated icing cookies. After the event, all participants 
brought home a box of freshly made cookies for their friends and family to share the 
delightful time of the year with bites of sweetness. 
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Appendix A: Membership profile 
 
Membership Number 2016-2017 
Full members 460 

Associate members 43 

Overseas members 8 

Student members 98 

Total 609 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

Membership Profile 2016-2017 
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Total number of members

Year Total number of members 

2012-2013 403 

2013-2014 475 (increased by 17.8%) 

2014-2015 496 (increased by 4.4%) 

2015-2016 540 (increased by 8.9%) 

2016-2017 603 (increased by 11.7%) 

Settings No. of full members 

Private 122 

NGO 93 

HA 10 

Universities/Institutions 22 

Not Specified 213 
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Appendix B: Financial Report 2016-2017 
 

  
 
  



Annual Report 2016-2017 HKAST	  15 

 

  
 
 
 



Annual Report 2016-2017 HKAST	  16 

  
 
 



Annual Report 2016-2017 HKAST	  17 

  
 
 
 



Annual Report 2016-2017 HKAST	  18 

 
Appendix C: List of Past Chairpersons 
 

Year Chairperson 

  

1984-1986 Mrs. Gillian Tettmar 

1987-1990 Prof. Tara Whitehill 

1990-1991 Prof. Rosemary Varley 

1991-1993 Ms. Ha Siu Yuet, Joanne 

1993-1998 Dr. Leung Man Tak 

1998-2000 Ms. Chung Yuk May, Elizabeth 

2000-2001 Ms. Sarah Chan 

2001-2003 Mr. Ko Chin Pang, Patrick 

2003-2004 Ms. Chan Man Kei, Karen 

2004-2005 Ms. Wong Yam Man, Wendy 

2005-2010 Ms. Ng Ho Yee, Janet 

2010-2012 Mr. Raymond Fong 

2012-2014 Mr. Au Chi Yeung, Danny 

2014-2017 Mr. Lai King Lok, Joshua 
 


